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AP Literature Summer Reading  

2017 Yates  

 

Welcome to AP Literature, Seniors!  
 

Assignment:  

This year, as a requirement for Advanced Placement English Literature and Composition, students will 

complete a two-part assignment to prepare for the upcoming academic year as summer reading.  

 (1) First, students will read the teacher chosen text, Invisible Man by Ralph Ellison, and write 2 AP-

style essays as a close reading of the novel (prompts included in this document). The essays will be 

graded according to the AP Literature Rubric (1-9 Scale), which will be included in this assignment 

description. During the reading of Invisible Man, students are to read critically and closely with 

annotations and notes to utilize during the 3-week unit of the novel at the start of school.  

 

 (2) In the second part of this Summer Reading Assignment, students will write 1 sample essay for 

their personal statement. This will be peer reviewed in class and will be a part of a small college 

writing unit of study.   
 

If you do not have your summer reading ready on the first day of school, you will be asked 

to withdraw from this course promptly. This is a pre-requisite for enrolling in the course.  
 

General Instructions:  

 Submit your 3 essays on the first day of school as a hard copy.  

 Work must be typed and printed neatly according to MLA guidelines. Emails with work attached will not be 

accepted.  

 Work will be submitted to Turnitin.com, please be ready to submit on the first day of school (instructions will be 

provided on the first day of class)   

 Invisible Man is a longer text; do not wait until the end of summer to start reading!  

 

Part I: Construct the AP-style Essay by Answering 3 AP-Style Prompts  

While reading the novel, Invisible Man, by Ralph Ellison, keep detailed notes and annotations about the general plot occurrences, 

recurring images, or major themes that come up in reference to the narrator in the text. After reading the text, address each of the 

following prompts in relation to any major themes, symbols, allusions, or historical events from the novel. You will answer BOTH 

prompts and the suggested length of each essay is 4-5 paragraphs (1200 words maximum) with a clear introduction, thesis 

statement, and evidence to support your argument based on the novel. (See sample essays from AP Central if you have any 

questions).  

 

Sample AP Essays: Please visit the AP Central Website for AP Literature to view student samples of the Free Response Questions 

(FRQ’s). http://apcentral.collegeboard.com/apc/members/exam/exam_information/2002.html  

 

Rubric for 3 AP-Style essays:  

Score Grade Point 

Value 

Criteria for Score 

9 A 25 Excellent, specific thesis; excellent illustrations/specific, detailed support; excellent organization; 

sound mechanics; effective imagination, sees and makes connections; no major grammatical errors 

8 A 25 Excellent, specific thesis; excellent illustrations/specific, detailed support; efficient organization; 

less imagination of speculation; a few mechanical flaws which do not reduce the impact of the 

analysis; no more than 1 instance of major grammatical errors 

7 A- 23 Intelligent, yet less concise thesis; effective illustrations; sound organization; adequate mechanics; 

a “safe” paper, beautifully done; no more than 2 instances of major grammatical errors 

6 B+ 22 Good, safe thesis, completely adequate in every way; some illustrations; a beginning, middle, and 

end; significantly less imagination; no more than 3 instances of major grammatical errors 

5 B 21 The thesis is adequate, yet unnecessarily general; predictable illustrations; general analysis; a few 

definite mechanical flaws; intelligent observations and conclusions; contains minor errors in 

comprehension of work (mistaken character or place names, etc.); no more than 3 instances of 

http://apcentral.collegeboard.com/apc/members/exam/exam_information/2002.html
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Prompt 1: (Prose FRQ) The prose passage below, which is an excerpt from the epilogue of Ralph Ellison’s Invisible Man, details 

the complex journey the narrator undergoes as he comes to terms with his identity and cultural reality. Read the passage carefully. 

Then, in an essay, identify literary devices; such as selection of detail, tone, or point of view, the author uses to portray the 

transformative identity of the narrator from beginning to end. Use textual evidence directly from the prose passage in your 

response. (Suggested length: 4-5 paragraphs or 1200 words max.)  

 

So there you have all of it that's important. Or at least you 

almost have it. I'm an invisible man and it placed me in a 

hole -- or showed me the hole I was in, if you will -- and I 

reluctantly accepted the fact. What else could I have done? 

Once you get used to it, reality is as irresistible as a club, 

and I was clubbed into the cellar before I caught the hint. 

Perhaps that's the way it had to be; I don't know. Nor do I 

know whether accepting the lesson has placed me in the 

rear or in the avant-garde. That, perhaps, is a lesson for 

history, and I'll leave such decisions to Jack and his ilk 

while I try belatedly to study the lesson of my own life.  

Let me be honest with you -- a feat which, by the way, I 

find of the utmost difficulty. When one is invisible he finds 

such problems as good and evil, honesty and dishonesty, of 

such shifting shapes that he confuses one with the other, 

depending upon who happens to be looking through him at 

the time. Well, now I've been trying to look through 

myself, and there's a risk in it. I was never more hated than 

when I tried to be honest. Or when, even as just now I've 

tried to articulate exactly what I felt to be the truth. No one 

was satisfied -- not even I. On the other hand, I've never 

been more loved and appreciated than when I tried to 

"justify" and affirm someone's mistaken beliefs; or when 

I've tried to give my friends the incorrect, absurd answers 

they wished to hear. In my presence they could talk and 

agree with themselves, the world was nailed down, and 

they loved it. They received a feeling of security. But here 

was the rub: Too often, in order to justify them, I had to 

take myself by the throat and choke myself until my eyes 

bulged and my tongue hung out and wagged like the door 

of an empty house in a high wind. Oh, yes, it made them 

happy and it made me sick. So I became ill of affirmation, 

of saying "yes" against the nay-saying of my stomach -- 

not to mention my brain.  

There is, by the way, an area in which a man's feelings are 

more rational than his mind, and it is precisely in that area 

that his will is pulled in several directions at the same time. 

You might sneer at this, but I know now. I was pulled this 

way and that for longer than I can remember. And my 

problem was that I always tried to go in everyone's way 

but my own. I have also been called one thing and then 

another while no one really wished to hear what I called 

myself. So after years of trying to adopt the opinions of 

others I finally rebelled. I am an invisible man. Thus I have 

come a long way and returned and boomeranged a long 

way from the point in society toward which I originally 

aspired.  

 

 

Prompt 2: (Open-ended FRQ) Novels and plays often depict characters caught between colliding cultures- national, regional, 

ethnic, religious, institutional. Such collisions call a character’s sense of identity into question. Using Invisible Man, by Ralph 

Ellison, describe the character’s response to a cultural collision and explain its relevance to the work as a whole.  You may use any 

events, character interactions, or general themes from Invisible Man to support your answer. (Suggested length: 4-5 paragraphs or 

1200 words max.) 

 

 

 

 

major grammatical errors; use of 2nd person or 1st person – one instance  

4 B- 20 The thesis is too large or vague; some illustrations, but surface analysis; definite mechanical flaws 

or carelessness; the writing has “moments” when it’s an essay as opposed to a plot summary or 

other form; shows major problems with comprehension of work; no more that 4 instances of major 

grammatical errors  

3 C 19 An adequate report; the thesis is much too large or vague; an intelligent summary; few 

illustrations; punctuation flaws; might reflect a simple lack of effort or hurried, last-minute 

preparation; 4 or more instances of major grammatical errors; use of 1st or 2nd person – more than 

one instance  

2 C- 18 The thesis, if it exists, is hiding; it is up to the reader to find it; assortment of rambling 

generalizations; amidst all the generalization, there are enough intelligent observations to justify a 

passing grade; many grammatical errors; 5 or more instances of major grammatical errors  

1 D 17 Lack of effort; no thesis, therefore nothing to illustrate; no interest in topic; usually, rather brief, 

undeveloped; completely off-topic; shows no comprehension of work; contains 6 or more major 

grammatical errors. 
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Part II: Complete the Personal Statement from one of the following UC Prompts  

Choose one of the following UC Prompts for the Personal Insight portion of your Summer Reading assignment. This is a working 

draft. Please come prepared with your essay printed on the first day of school and be ready to peer edit!   

 

You will have 8 questions to choose from. You must respond to only 1 of the 8 (although it is suggested to work on more). 

 

Each response is limited to a maximum of 350 words. 

 

Which questions you choose to answer is entirely up to you, but you should select questions that are most relevant to your 

experience and that best reflect your individual circumstances. More information about these questions can be retrieved from: 

http://admission.universityofcalifornia.edu/how-to-apply/personal-questions/freshman/  

 

Questions & guidance 

Remember, the personal questions are just that — personal. Which means you should use our guidance for each question just as a 

suggestion in case you need help. The important thing is expressing who you are, what matters to you and what you want to share 

with UC.  

 

1. Describe an example of your leadership experience in which you have positively influenced others, helped resolve 

disputes or contributed to group efforts over time.   
 

 

2. Every person has a creative side, and it can be expressed in many ways: problem solving, original and innovative 

thinking, and artistically, to name a few. Describe how you express your creative side.   

 

 

3. What would you say is your greatest talent or skill? How have you developed and demonstrated that talent over time?   
 

 

4. Describe how you have taken advantage of a significant educational opportunity or worked to overcome an educational 

barrier you have faced. 
 

 

5. Describe the most significant challenge you have faced and the steps you have taken to overcome this challenge. How has 

this challenge affected your academic achievement? 
 

 

6.  Think about an academic subject that inspires you. Describe how you have furthered this interest inside and/or outside 

of the classroom.  
 

 

7. What have you done to make your school or your community a better place?   
 

 

8. Beyond what has already been shared in your application, what do you believe makes you stand out as a strong 

candidate for admissions to the University of California? 

 
 
 
 

Should you have any questions or concerns about this assignment, please email Ms. Yates at 

jyates@bosco.org.  

 
 

http://admission.universityofcalifornia.edu/how-to-apply/personal-questions/freshman/
mailto:jyates@bosco.org

