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Mrs. Tracy 
 

SUMMER READING ASSIGNMENT 2018 
 
The texts that we will be reading over this summer offer a glimpse of excellence in 
literature from the 20th and 21st centuries. You will be reading two dystopian novels, 
Aldous Huxley’s Brave New World and Kazuo Ishiguro’s Never Let Me Go. I hope that 
you will not only learn from these works, but also appreciate and enjoy them.  
 
As the nature of this course is rigorous and requires you to carefully read and 
thoughtfully analyze, please pay attention to directions and be thorough in your 
work. This assignment will count towards the writing/project portion of your first 
semester grade, which is 50% of your overall grade. Therefore, failure to complete 
this assignment will greatly affect your grade. If you have any questions, you may 
contact me at mtracy@bosco.org. This handout can be downloaded from the school’s 
website should you need it again.  
 
PLEASE NOTE: I am familiar with the material for these texts from sources 
like Cliff or Spark Notes or Wikipedia and will know if your notes come 
strictly from these types of sources. Please be aware that your grade will be 
significantly affected if you plagiarize.  
 
DUE DATE: First Day of Class  
 
 
Brave New World:  
Take detailed notes on the novel. You do not have to address every chapter, but 
your notes should cover the length of the novel. Use specific quotations with page 
numbers to support your observations. Use parenthetical citations for each of these 
quotations in MLA format (you can find information on MLA online). These notes 
need to be written neatly by hand- do not type.  
 
Feel free to look up and use a glossary of specific terms from Huxley’s novel. 
However, you obviously should not use this glossary in place of reading the novel.  
 
Your notes should address the following: 

• Plot development/Conflicts: Describe the major conflicts that run throughout 
the novel, both internal and external.  

• Character development: How are the characters of Bernard, Lenina, 
Helmholtz, and John developed throughout the novel? Describe other 
significant characters in the novel and why each of them is important.  

• Setting: Describe specific characteristics of the world that Huxley creates in 
the novel. How does the Savage Reservation contrast with the World State?  

• Style: What specific things do you notice about Huxley’s style in regards to 
point of view, tone, diction, and syntax?  

• Themes: What do you think Huxley is trying to say through his novel? What 
important ideas are shown?  

• Genre: A dystopia is defined as “an imaginary place or state in which the 
condition of life is extremely bad, as from deprivation, oppression, or terror.” 
How is Huxley’s novel an example of dystopian literature? 

• Any other important literary elements that you observe  
 
 
(Assignment for Never Let Me Go is on the back!) 
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Never Let Me Go:  
Take detailed notes on each of the three parts of the novel. Use specific quotations 
with page numbers to support your observations. Use parenthetical citations for each 
of these quotations in MLA format. These notes need to be written neatly by hand- 
do not type.   
 
Your notes should address the following: 

• Plot development/Conflicts: Describe the major conflicts in each part of the 
novel and those that run throughout the novel.  

• Character development: How are the three main characters (Kathy, Ruth, and 
Tommy) developed in each part of the story? Also, identify other significant 
characters in each part of the novel and their roles.  

• Setting: Discuss the significance of each of the various settings of the novel.  
• Style: What specific things do you notice about Ishiguro’s style in regards to 

point of view, tone, diction, and syntax?  
• Themes: What do you think Ishiguro is trying to reflect about human nature 

in his novel? Describe some main ideas that you see in the novel.  
• Genre: How could Ishiguro’s novel be seen as dystopian literature? 
• Vocabulary: Define unfamiliar words in the novel. Include page numbers.  
• Any other important literary elements you observe 

 
 
Please bring both books with you beginning the first week of class. In addition, there 
will be a test given on both novels during the first few weeks of class.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


